By Faith – Getting By or Letting Go   Part 2

“Faith Under Fire – Faith in the Fire” James 1:2-12

A great faith is a daily choice.  Jeremiah 6:16 This is what the Lord says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, 

and you will find rest for your souls.”
Isaiah 48:10-11“See I have refined you thou not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction, for my own sake, for my own sake I do this. How can I let my name be defamed? 

I will not yield my glory to another!”

· Truth: A FAITH THAT ISN’T TESTED – IS A FAITH THAT CAN’T BE TRUSTED

5 Precepts for a Great Faith

1. Vs. 2 “Consider it pure joy…whenever you face trials” 

Truth: I must maintain a right attitude. 1Thesselonians 5:16-18 
· Avoid accusing God of wrong – doing: Job 1:21-22 

· God is more concerned with the content of my character than anything I do for him.

2.Vs. 3-4 “the testing of your faith develops perseverance and perseverance must…”

Truth: I must be ever in need of perseverance in my faith. Rom 12:11-12 
· God’s intent is to bring us to the brink of our faith. 2Corinthians 4:7-11
3.Vs. 5, “If any of you lacks wisdom let him ask of God…who gives generously…and it 

   will be given him…”

Truth: I must seek and ask God for the grace of His wisdom.   

· 1Corinthians 2:13-16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ” 

· Don’t ask for the removal of trials; ask for the mind of Christ to endure trials.

4. Vs. 6-7 But when he asks he must believe and not doubt…double-mined” 

Truth: I must act on the power and the promise of God’s Words. 

· 2Corinthians 4:13-14 “It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken…with that 
same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak.”  

· Mark 9:23-24 “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!" 

5. Vs. 9 “The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position”

Truth: I must possess Christ’s spirit of humility. Philippians 2:3
· When we are humble – we are in right place – the perfect place. Isaiah 57:15 

· God will never grant grace to proud!  Proverbs 3:34
· 2Corinthians 12:7-12, The circle of truth, trials are designed to humble us; in humility 
we are positioned and postured to receive maximum grace and maximum faith.
Vs. 12: Our reward: the crown of life! Finishing strong and living the maximum life for God!

